04 Polysemy. Semantic Structure of the Word

The modern approach to semasiology is based on the assump​tion that the inner form (or facet) of the word (i.e. its meaning) presents a structure, which is called the semantic structure of the word. 
We know that most words convey several concepts and thus possess the corresponding number of meanings. A word having se​veral meanings is called polysemantic, and the ability of words to have more than one meaning is described by the term polysemy
The word "polysemy" (from Greece "polus"-many and "sema"-meaning) means a plurality of meanings.
 The system of meanings of any polysemantic word develops gradually, mostly over the, centuries. These complicated processes of polysemy development involve both the appearance of the new meanings and the loss of old ones. Yet, the general tenden​cy with English vocabulary at the modern stage of its history is to increase the total number of its meanings and to provide for a quantitieve and qualitative growth of the expressive resources of the language. 
Thus, word counts show that the total number of meanings separately registered in the New English Dictionary (NED) for the 1st thousand of the most frequent English words is almost 25 000,i.e. the average number of meanings for each of these words is 25.
 For example: the word "power" has 15 meanings: 

1) Capacity of producing some effect (the power of heart burn)
2) Control over some people (the power of Government)
3) Delegated authority (the president exuded his power)
4) Physical Strength (all the power of his muscles)
5) Moral or intellectual force, energy
8) A person of influence (he is a power in the town)

11) An effective quality of style in writing (a writer of great power)  

12) Personal influence (a man's power means the readiness of other; men to obey him)   
The elements of the semantic structure.
There arу no universally acsepfed criteria for differentiating these variants within one polysemantic word.The following terms may be found with different authors:
the meaning is direct or nominative  when it nominates the object without the help of context,in insolation, i.e., in one,word sentences for example the  "Rain" etc.
The meaning is figurative when the object is named and at the same time characterized. through its similarity, with - another object, while naming the object the word simultaneously describes it. 
Other oppositions are: main or primary - secondary central - peripheric narrow - extended general - particular : concrete
abstract
etc.
Take,for example, the noun "screen".We find it in its direct meaning when it names a movable piece of furniture" used to hide smth. or protect smb,as in case of "firescreen" placed in front of a fireplace. The meaning is figurative when the word is applied to anything which protects by hiding,I as in "smoke screen". We define this meaning as figurative comparing it to the first that we called direct. Again,- when by a "screen" a speaker means "a silver-coloured sheet on which pictures are shown, this meaning in comparison with the first will be secondary.When the same word is used attri-
butitively in such combinations as "screen actor","screen star", "screen version", etc. , it comes to mean "pertaining to the ci​nema" and is abstract to comparison with the first meaning which is called concrete. The main meaning is that which possesses the hihgest frequency, at the present stage of development All these terms reflect, relationship existing between different meanings of a word at the same period, so the classification may be called synchronic and. paradigmatic, although the terms are borrowed from historical lexicology and stylistics.
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