SENTENCE

I. Definitions of sentence

1. The traditional grammar:
a sentence is the expression of a complete thought. This definition is notional. But how do we know what a complete thought is? Is "man" a complete thought?
Equally it is impossible to provide a logical definition for the sentence. One such would be that it contains a subject and predicate - that on the one hand it indicates south that we are talking about, and on the other hand it says south about it.
Ex.      John is coming.
We are talking about John - the subject, and also saying that he is coming - the predicate.
2. By Bloomfield: "A sentence is an" independent linguistic form, not included by virtue of any grammatical construction in any larger linguistic form". What is meant by sentence is defined in practical terms. It is the largest unit to which we can assign a grammatical structure. It is an open question.

3. Traditional grammars also talk of clauses, which are sentences that are part of larger sentences.

 The Sentence is the basic unit of syntax. It is different from other language units because it is a unit of communication. It's very difficult to give a definition of the sentence because it has many aspects. Every definition reflects this or that aspect but it can't be considered as a universal one.
We shall treat the sentence as a syntactic structure, which is used in communication to form and render complete thought about situation of reality.
As for the problem of classification of the sentence there are several types of them. From the structural point of view sentences are classified as simple and composite. Composite sentences are divided into compound and complex. Composite Sentence fc£ a Polypredicative construction.
Composite S is formed by two or more predicative lines. It expresses a complicated set of thought and reflects some intellectual efforts closely combined with one another. Hach predicative line makes up a clause.
The two main types of the connection of clauses are subordination / coordination. By coordination, clauses are arranged as units of syntactically equal rank. By subordination they are arranged as units of unqual rank, one being categorically dominated by the other.
A subordinate clause presents the information naturally supplementing the information of the principal clause.
As to coordinated clauses, they each of them corresponds to a new effort of thought. The position of a coordinate clause is rigidly fixed in all cases, which can be used as one of the criteria of coordination in distinction to subordination. Another criterion is a potential possibility to any coordinate clause to take either ,,and" or ,,but" as introducers.
The means of combining clauses into a polypredicative sentence are divided into syndetic (i.e.  conjunctional) and asyndetic ( i.e. non-conjunctional), syndetic  &  asyndetic    connection
Simple sentences differ from composite ones because they include one subject-predicate line. While composite sentences are polypredicative.
Compound sentences include 2 or more clauses which arc of equal rank and are syntactically independent of each other. They may be separated and function as independent sentences.
The sentence
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II. Communicative Types of sentences

The sentence is a communicative unit, therefore primary classification of sentence must be based on the communicative principle - the purpose of communication. Traditional grammar recogni/cd three cardinal sentence-types:
a)   the declarative sentence expresses a statement, either affirmative or negative;
b)   the imperative sentence expresses inducement, either affirmative or negative;
c)   the interrogative sentence expresses a question, i.e. request for information wanted by the speaker from the listener .
Interrogative sentences are subdivided intoy general questions and special questions, disjunctive questions and alternative questions. The last 2 types of questions may be treated as variants of the first 2 types.
The general question is that one in which the relations between the subject and the predicate are questioned. Such questions require a positive or negative answer (yes - no).
In special questions we ask about some definite or specific information, which is marked by the interrogative pronoun or adverb, (d) the exclamatory sentence.
Note:     (In modern linguistics it has been demonstrated that exclamatory sentences do not possess the necessary qualities that could place them on one level with those mentioned above).
These are the cardinal communicative sentence types in English.
III. Mono- & poly- predicative sentences

Depending on their predicative complexity sentences can be monopredicative (one predicative line in them) and polypredicative (more than one predicative line).
Using this definition: sentences may be simple.        According to the definition sentences with several predicates referring to one and the same subject cannot be considered as simple. Ex.   Lord Henry took his hat and rose.
Sentences having one verb-predicate and more than one subject to it can't be considered as simple either. Ex.     All can-dour of youth was there as well as all youth "s passionate purity.
All these 4 types of sentences may be used in the affirmative or negative form. Neuation. The difficult problem is connected with negation. Not every sentence, which includes a negative member, should be treated as negative.
The matter is that we should differentiate between 2 types of negation: general  & secondary.
1. The general negation concerns the subject-predicate line. Ex.      He doesn't know it. She isn't a doctor.
2. The secondary negation concerns a secondary member of the sentence and it doesn't touch the subject-predicate line.

Ex. She lives not in Bryansk but in Moscow, (an affirmative sentence) Only sentences including general negation should be treated as negative.

Compound Sentence

The compound sentence is a composite sentence built on the principle of coordination. Coordination, the same as subordination, can be expressed cither syndetically (by means of coordination connectors) or asyndetically.
The two simple sentences joined into one CS lose their independent status to some and become coordinate clauses - parts of a composite unity.
The first clause is “leading” (the “leader” clause), the successive clauses are 
successive, sequential. This distinction is essential not only from the point of view of outer
structure (clause order), but also from the point of view of the semantico-syntaclic
if content: it is the sequential clause that includes the connector in its composition, thus
being turned into some kind of dependent clause, although the type of its dependence is
not subordinative.
The  main  coordinating  conjunctions  are:   and.   but.  or.   nor.   neither,   for. either...or..., yet, so, thus, consequently, nevertheless, however, etc.
The length of the CS in terms of the number of its clausal parts is in principle unlimited, since it is determined by the informative purpose of the speaker. The commonest type in this respect is a two - clause construction..
Complex Sentence

The Complex Sentence is a polypredicative construction built up on the principle of subordination. The Complex Sentence of minimal composition includes two clauses - a principal one and a subordinate one. Although the principal clause positionally dominates the subordinate clause, the two form a semantico-syntactic unity, in which they are interconnected.
The subordinate clause is joined to the principal one either by a subordinating connector (subordinator). or asyndetically. The principles of classification: a)   functional
subject
attributive
object                                   adverbial
1)  The subject clause expresses the theme of the actual division of a complex
sentence. Ex.      What he would do next was not even spoken of.
2)  The object clause denotes an object-situation of the process. Ex. She cannot imagine what you are doing there.
3)  Attributive clauses express some characteristics. Ex. I shook  out my scarf which was damp.
4)  Clauses of adverbial positions constitute a vast domain of syntax which falls into many subdivisions.
5)  The predicative clause performs the function of the nominal part of the nominal  part of the predicate, i.e. the part adjoining the link-verb (be, seem. look).

Ex.  Work is what keeps life going. My  only terror was lest my father should follow me. Lignose looked as though a sculptor had moulded it.

